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K enneth Murrell Pace

Born December 21,1928 - Died July 16, 2023

Ken was preceded in death by his wife of sixty-five years Margaret Marie O’Daniel in March of

2015. He was the fifth of six children born to Virgie Viola Higgins Pace and Lannus Pace, all of
whom also preceded him in death.

He is survived by two daughters, Cindi Pace Townsley and Carole Pace Robertson, and their

husbands Marshall Townsley, Albuquerque, New Mexico and Bret Robertson, Dallas, Texas.
Ken had four granddaughters who adored him, Hannah Townsley Wyatt, Jordan Townsley Eiffert

and husband David, Jana Robertson Fisher and husband Matt, Lauren Robertson Stephens and
husband Mat. He also leaves eight great grandchildren who found their “Grandmimi” fascinating,
Delaney and Jensen Wyatt, Grace Eiffert, Ava, Rosie, Phoenix, Luna and Elsie Fisher.

Ken graduated from Eddy High School and some years after he and Margaret were married on
Thanksgiving Day in 1949. He began attending Baylor University night school while working days
for Lone Star Gas Company and Margaret worked as an RN. Upon graduation from Baylor in

1959 with a Bachelor of Business Administration degree he moved his family to Paris, TX and
opened a service station in partnership with his brother Curtis. In 1962 he sold his portion of the

business and moved his family to Big Spring, TX to pursue his career in Chamber of Commerce
management. Within two years he became manager of the Taylor, TX C of C. and in 1966 he
became manager of the Mesquite, TX C of C.

Kenneth believed strongly in the benefits of continuing education and completed The
Southwestern Graduate School of Banking at SMU in 1973 after he entered the banking industry

with the First National Bank of Mesquite. He ascended to president and chairman of the board of
the bank then “retired” in 1982 at age 55 after selling the bank. Ken had soon played enough golf
to know he could not go pro and was persuaded to spearhead a group of founders to establish a

new hometown bank, Mesquite National, serving as president and chairman of the board from

Obituary Kenneth Murrell Pace
DEC  21, 1928 - JUL  16, 2023

Kenneth Murrell Pace
DEC  21, 1928 - JUL  16, 2023

PAGE 3 OF 9



1983 to1994. He also was proud to have served on the Board of Trustees for Dallas County
Community College District for 13 years believing community college provided the opportunity

for many more young and not so young people to pursue learning and prepare themselves for
satisfying careers that would provide a better future for themselves and help their communities

advance. To Margaret’s delight he joined her in permanent retirement in 1994 and they enjoyed
traveling across the US in their 5th wheel RV and in Europe on a number of river cruises.

In an interview upon his retirement, he gave this sound advice: “The most important thing a

person can have is faith in God and perseverance. Work hard in an honest way. Keep your family
in a church - this is increasingly important in today’s society. To get much accomplished in life

you must stay focused…”

Kenneth believed that serving his community, neighbors, Church and family was the best use of
the life God had given him and we all were the blessed beneficiaries of his living out what he

believed.

Special thanks to all who worked with Ken at Mesquite National and the DCCCD. He fondly
remembered great times of working with all of you.

Thank you to the Shiloh Terrace Baptist Church Adult Couples Sunday School class for all the
Sunday lunches and 1st Friday 42 club.

Also, to all of his golfing buddies, you kept him playing a game he loved far longer than he
expected.

To the Candleberry and Borman neighbors, you guys could teach the world how to be a great

neighbor.

Our sincere gratitude to Griswold Home Care - especially Gisel and the wonderful caregivers

these last months.

AND to Rick and Tex, great men and wonderful neighbors who watched over him like family.
Your above and beyond care and kindness enabled us immeasurably in helping our Dad achieve

his final goal, living out his last days on earth at home.
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In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Dallas College Foundation. All are invited to
join us as we honor and celebrate Ken’s life on Wednesday, July 26 at 10:00 AM at Restland

Wildwood Chapel, 13005 Greenville Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75243 with internment immediately
following.
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Service

The Wildwood Chapel at Restland Funeral Home

13005 Greenville Avenue, Dallas TX 75243
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MS Michael F Slaton posted:

Ken was a Great and Honorable Man. Thanks to him and Mesquite National Bank, as he was the

President of the Bank, in 1983 he loaned me money to begin my Bookkeeping, Tax, and Investment

Business. I will forever be Grateful to him. Vicki, my wife, grew up across the street from Ken &

Margaret and I consider him to be a good Friend for all these years. We went to Shiloh Terrace

Baptist Church together all the years. He set an example as a Husband, Dad, Friend and

Businessman. The five or six Families on Candleberry were Great Neighbors and Friends for many

many Years. Ken will be missed but we all know he is with Margaret and in a better place. Mike Slaton

July 25 at 9:27 AM

LO Lane Ogden posted:

In 1973 I was a 19 year old, full time college student who needed transportation. I knew Mr Pace from

church and as the father of my friends Carole and Cindi so I called him (Pres of the bank!) to see if he

would loan me money to buy a used car. He said he would love to do business with me and to come

in and talk. At close he asked me how I intended to make the payments given my delicate financial

situation as a student. I had thought this through to the dime and even had a back-up plan. I told him

I’d never even been late with my homework and he said he would loan me whatever I needed. When

we were walking out, HE thanked ME for doing my banking business with HIM! He was a good man;

the world is poorer for his loss.

July 23 at 2:13 PM

DR Dr. Bettis Robert A. posted:

Bob and I have many fond memories of time spent with Ken and Margaret during the years when Ken

and Bob were on the Dallas College Board together. We send our condolences to the family. Sunny

Bettis

July 23 at 12:06 PM

BM Bill Melton posted:

Sincere condolences on Ken's passing. I first met him in the chamber of commerce field and found

him to be a dedicated, hardworking man who became a good friend through the years. His

Community Service will be missed. May God Bless Ken and the Family.

July 23 at 11:32 AM
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DC Debra Champion posted:

My sincere condolences and prayers to the family. Our time together was short, however I will always

remember your dad as believer in the Lord and Savior our redeemer. He got his wish to be with the

Lord.

July 21 at 1:57 AM

Anonymous sent a Sweet Tranquility Basket to the Pace family.

July 20 at 11:53 AM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Pace family.

July 20 at 10:40 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Kenneth by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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